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Up in the air. Dress and
sneakers, Dior Haute
Couture. Vintage flight
cap, Ralph Lauren
Collection. Vintage
goggles. Earrings,
bracelet, watch, and
rings, Chopard.
FASHION EDITOR:
Mel Ottenberg

R I H A N N A
TA K E S
F L I G H T
The pop star channels
Amelia Earhart
in looks
that are utilitarian,
modern,
and sexy
Photographs by Mariano Vivanco
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Fly girl. THIS PAGE: Jacket,
pants, belt, and shoes,
Hermès. Earrings, Chopard.
Necklace and rings, Dior Fine
Jewelry. Vintage hat.
OPPOSITE PAGE: Jacket and
pants, Stella McCartney.
Sunglasses, Ray-Ban.
Watch, Jaeger-LeCoultre.
Shoes, Hermès.

P L A N E

C L O T H E S

What does the woman aviator wear? This question is asked
me as often as any other connected with aviation.
Ten years ago I could have described a flying costume. It would
have consisted of helmet, goggles, leather jacket, breeches, and some sort of
high boots. There were no traditions but those of wartime flying
to follow, and both men and women adopted or modified
it to suit commercial needs. Also, flying fields were usually dirty, planes
were crude, and there were no refinements in facilities,
such as passenger waiting-rooms, and so forth.
Altogether, the clothing had to be rather rough. Since the war, flying has under
gone the same sort of changes that automobiling did previously. Do you
remember the dashing linen dusters and gauntlets and
veils of 1908? They constituted an “automobiling costume,” and of course one couldn’t tour
without the proper accessories. At the present time, with the development of luxurious passenger
planes,…there isn’t the necessity for special dress. One wears ordinary street
clothes. Why not? There are comfortable upholstered seats, one can move about
at will, read, or write, or sleep. On one line a buffet luncheon is served at no extra charge.
Unlike railroad or automobile travel, one has a clean face at the journey’s end… . Even the
pilots wear street clothes, usually…. From observation it appears that one of the most popular
outfits for summer flying is knickers and a sweater. These pilots look more as if they belonged
on the fairway than on the runway. When I am flying in my little plane, I usually wear a sports costume
with a rather full skirt and a close-fitting hat. Sometimes I slip a leather windbreaker
on under my coat, for the temperature drops as one ascends. Most cabin planes are
heated, by the way, so even this precaution isn’t necessary in them. Usually, on a solo flight, I wear low-heeled
shoes, because with low heels it is easier to keep my feet braced on the rudder bar.… On the Friendship flight
I couldn’t follow the rule of wearing sports clothes. The trip was a pioneering one,
and comforts were not thought of. Clothes suitable for “roughing it” had to be taken.
For instance, there was no step from the pontoons to the door, and I couldn’t have jumped
into the plane in a skirt. Further,… we had dumped everything to sit on, to save
weight. Squatting on a rolled flying suit, or kneeling on one knee, or sliding between the
large gas tanks wouldn’t have left much of a ladylike ensemble.… On my transcontinental flight, recently,
I had to battle against a severe sunburn.… I kept a tube of cold cream in
the cockpit, and when I was not otherwise engaged I tried to keep some on my
face as a protection. I flew the same plane that Lady Heath, the famous English woman flier, used
on her trip from London to Cape Town and back. I remember her telling me one of the absurdities of her
journey was pulling out a powder puff and powdering her nose over the South African wastes.
She always carries a mirror and powder puff with her. I hope some time that flying fields
will have cold cream and powder service for women fliers. Getting gasoline and oil and mechanical help only,
I am sure will not be adequate in time. Seriously, women can make a great contribution to
aviation by demanding comfort. Without patting ourselves
on the back, I think we are responsible for the development of the gasoline
service stations which adorn automobile roads today. n
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THIS PAGE: PHOTOGRAPH AND EXCERPT FROM “PLANE CLOTHES,” BY AMELIA EARHART, 1929. REPRINTED WITH PERMISSION OF CMG CLEARANCES, LLC

In an essay for Bazaar first published in 1929, Amelia Earhart explains how to fly fashionably

“There’s something
so special about a woman
who dominates in a
man’s world. It takes a certain
grace, strength, intelligence,
fearlessness, and
the nerve to never take no for
an answer. Amelia Earhart was
such a dynamic force
in her industry, setting multiple
aviation records in her time.
So it was a no-brainer
for me to team up with
Harper’s Bazaar in honor of a
woman who held her own
with the big boys.”

Rihanna
First-class. Coat, Tod’s.
Vintage hat and goggles.
Watch, Jaeger-LeCoultre.
Boots, Emporio Armani.

Mission control. THIS
PAGE: Jacket and skirt,
Salvatore Ferragamo.
Earrings, Chopard.
Gloves, Gaspar Gloves.
Ankle bracelet, Jacob
& Co. Shoes, Stella
McCartney. OPPOSITE
PAGE: Shirt and skirt,
Bottega Veneta. Vintage
flight cap, Ralph Lauren
Collection. Necklace and
watch, Chopard. Rings,
Dior Fine Jewelry.
Bracelet, Cartier.

BOTTEGA

Prepare for takeoff. THIS
PAGE: Jumpsuit, Ralph
Lauren. Jacket, Ralph Lauren
Collection. Goggles,
J.W. Anderson. Vintage hat.
Gloves, Gaspar Gloves.
OPPOSITE PAGE: Coat and
dress, Ralph Lauren
Collection. Vintage hat and
goggles. For fashion and
menswear credits, see
Where to Buy for shopping
details. Models: Adonis,
Deryl George, Matthew
Noszka, and Tom Pricone;
hair: Yusef for Kérastase
Aura Botanica; makeup:
Francesca Tolot; manicure:
Kimmie Kyees for Orly
International; grooming:
Rob Scheppy for Oribe;
production: Shelley
Tassin for JN Production;
prop styling: Gille Mills.
Special thanks to the Santa
Paula Airport Association,
Santa Paula, California.

430

E Y E
C A N DY
Fantastical jewels seem
to come alive against artful
makeup masterpieces
Photographs by Michael Baumgarten
Body painting by Guido Daniele
Garden party. THIS PAGE: Ring (top)
and bee earring, Dior Fine Jewelry.
Artwork inspired by Claude
Monet. Water Lilies, 1919. OPPOSITE
PAGE: Dragonfly brooch,
Tiffany & Co. Monet’s Water-Lily
Pond, 1919. BEAUTY BAZAAR
The secret of flawless shadow: Dior
Backstage Eye Prime ($28).
FASHION EDITOR: Georgia Talaiporou

Force of nature. THIS PAGE: Clip, Van Cleef &
Arpels. Artwork inspired by Katsushika Hokusai.
Umezawa Manor in Sagami Province, 1830–32.
OPPOSITE PAGE: Earring, Piaget. Hokusai’s
Under the Wave Off Kanagawa, 1830–31. BEAUTY
BAZAAR Create high-impact eyes with L’Oréal
Paris Infallible Paints Eye Shadows ($8.99 each).

In the stars. THIS PAGE: Ring (left) and earring, Chanel
Fine Jewelry. Artwork inspired by Vincent van Gogh.
Starry Night, 1889. BEAUTY BAZAAR Finish an elaborate lid
look with Chanel Le Volume de Chanel Mascara in Noir
($32). OPPOSITE PAGE: Pendant, Chopard. Van Gogh’s
Wheat Field With Cypresses, 1889. See Where to Buy for
shopping details. Hair: Olivier Schawalder; makeup: Ginevra
Daniele; production: Fred Valezy at Sunwall Productions.

