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WHAT INFORMED, SAVVY WOMEN NEED TO KNOW NOW

Protesters in Chicago march
against white supremacy
a few days after the events in
Charlottesville, Virginia,
August 2017

STOP THE HATE
UNITED STATES

In the wake of the neo-Nazi events in Charlottesville, Black Lives Matter cofounder
Alicia Garza issues a call to arms to oppose white supremacy wherever it manifests
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ike so many, I watched in horror
and sadness as neo-Nazis marched
through Charlottesville, Virginia, in
August. Gone are the days of white
hoods with holes for eyes—they’ve
been replaced by tiki-torch-wielding
white men in khaki pants. To hear
their chants that “Jews will not replace us!” is
to hear the racial anxiety of being replaced in
a country that is rapidly changing, demographically and politically. I worry for our future,
and I’m terrified for our present. My greatgrandmother was enslaved. My dad’s grand
parents survived the Holocaust. My mother
was chased by the Klan. Will my children be
chased by it, too?
Thankfully, the assumption that racial terror
and violence is behind us has been disrupted. In

2017, they are still part of the American fabric.
Now it’s time to come together and embark on
the hard work of remaking America.
The dark history these khaki-clad men seek
to preserve is that of an America that did not live
up to the promise of “liberty and justice for all.”
Enslavement of African people and the fear of a
changing economy were what tore this country
into the Union and the Confederacy. The
Confederacy sought to maintain slavery at all
costs, and the states that joined it went so far as
to secede from the United States, because their
allegiance to racism and division was stronger
than their allegiance to the promise of what
America could be for everyone. Today, tiki
torches came to protect and resurrect the legacy
of slavery and segregation, of division and strife.
Were this really about the anxiety of a white

working class passed over by the economy, we
would have seen hundreds of thousands of
disaffected white men marching on state
capitols and the White House, demanding that
state legislatures and Congress enact new
policies that uplift Americans who are being left
behind by an agenda that prioritizes profit over
people. They would stand, not with tiki torches
and guns, but instead with hands clasped with
the millions of Americans who are also being left
behind by the American Dream: women, people
of color, LGBT people, immigrants, Muslims,
and people with disabilities.
However, the murder of 32-year-old Heather
Heyer and brutal beating of 20-year-old
DeAndre Harris by white supremacists tell a
very different story. For some, ignoring hate and
hate groups seems the best way to defeat them.
November 2017

M A R I ECL A I R E. COM

101

NEWSFEED

Women rally against
white nationalism
in Philadelphia,
August 2017

that we adopt to address them. They are about
who is an American, and if we will, in fact,
finally become the land of the free and the home
of the brave. America could certainly benefit
from some courage right now.
Few everyday citizens in Germany took
seriously the rise of Hitler in the 1920s and
1930s. Many ignored or even supported his
growing power and his troubling agenda until it
gained steam and, more important, gained the
authority of the state to enforce it. Hitler’s vision,
combined with the legitimacy of the government, killed 6 million Jewish people and nearly
13 million other people who were deemed
undesirable and at fault for the problems facing
Germany: people with disabilities; Soviet,
Polish, and Roma (Gypsy) people; LGBT people;
Jehovah’s Witnesses; and people who were or
had previously been incarcerated.
Historically, white nationalist groups in the
U.S. have carried forward a similar strategy of
racial violence and racial terror, particularly
when faced with changing social conditions.
During the Civil Rights Movement, the Ku Klux
Klan and other white supremacist groups
would march through communities where
black people dared register to vote. In the dead
of night, Klan members would throw firebombs
through the windows of the homes of civilrights organizers. They bombed churches that
supported the movement, including, on the
morning of September 15, 1963, the 16th Street
Baptist Church in Birmingham, Alabama,
where four girls—Cynthia Wesley, 14; Carole
Robertson, 14; Addie Mae Collins, 14; and
Denise McNair, 11—were killed just 11 days after

a federal order was announced requiring the
Alabama school system to integrate. Violence
has always been used as a tool to discourage
people from dismantling white supremacy.
The protests and counterdemonstrations of
the past few months represent the promise of an
America that is not yet born, but could come
sooner if each one of us recommitted to not
taking it for granted. In August, in my Bay Area
community in California, tens of thousands of
people stood face-to-face with a dangerous trend
spreading throughout America. My community
stood up to hate in the form of white nationalists, and we won. In Charlottesville; in Boston; in
Durham, North Carolina; in Phoenix; in San
Francisco and in Berkeley, California, more
than 2 million people collectively faced white
nationalist organizations and won. We did not
turn away. We showed them that we represent
the promise of an America where everyone
belongs, where we take care of one another and
respect our differences, because our differences
do, in fact, make us stronger.
When the marches are over, it is our duty
as Americans to continue to oppose white
supremacy wherever it manifests—in our city
halls, in our workplaces, in our schools, in our
places of worship, and certainly in our White
House. I want to raise my children in a country
that will never go back to that dark time in our
history. If we are to be successful, this moment
calls us to read between the lines. What is at
stake is the America waiting to be born.
In addition to cofounding Black Lives
Matter, Garza is special projects coordinator
at the National Domestic Workers Alliance.
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THE BEST DEFENSE

Meet the women standing guard over the
nation’s nuclear weapons

With North Korea boasting about its latest missile test and President Donald
Trump promising to meet threats with “fire and fury,” it’s hard not to worry about
nuclear war. But while Americans are tossing and turning, a group of women is
wide awake “pulling crew,” as it’s known in Air Force parlance, guarding our
country’s underground missile systems. At a launch control center in Minot,
North Dakota, Air Force troops known as “missilers,” 21 percent of whom are
female, work rotating 24-hour shifts 365 days a year to ensure the country’s
intercontinental ballistic missiles, which can carry nuclear warheads, are ready
to launch. They monitor them constantly: Are they too hot or cold? Low on fuel?
Did the power go out? Since 1970, no missile has been left unmanned. “It’s
always in the back of your mind that maybe tomorrow is [launch] day,” says
Captain Amber Moore, 28. But talk of nukes in the news “doesn’t affect how I do
my job.” When she’s in the “office”—a shipping-container-size capsule 60 feet
below ground—she stays focused on the task at hand. “I don’t sit and think
about what the adversaries are doing,” Moore says. “Every day, we go on alert to
provide deterrence for the American people and our allies.” —Danielle McNally
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Captain Amber Moore (right)
and Captain Marian Dinkha
help guard the nation’s
nuclear weapons in North
Dakota, August 2017

Genius!
ONE WOMAN,
ONE BRILLIANT IDEA

UNITED STATES

SHE
PERSISTED
Planned Parenthood president
Cecile Richards talks about
the road ahead, one year after
Donald Trump’s election

HAHNA ALEX A NDER
POWERING OUR TROOPS,
ONE STEP AT A TIME
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Yet what happens when we ignore support for
that kind of violence at the highest levels of our
government? While white nationalist groups
may appear to represent a fringe element in
our society, support for them by the president
and some members of his administration gives
them a platform, legitimacy, and protection.
Protecting relics of the past as a way to preserve
the contradictions of American culture is one
thing. Protecting and supporting the ideals
behind the Confederacy in our government and
in our communities is another thing entirely.
Unfortunately, some of our decision makers are
living monuments to values that belong in
museums, not in our White House.
More than Confederate flags and statues,
these fights are about the future of our nation.
They are about the laws that will govern our
country. They are about how we identify the
problems our country faces, and the solutions

HER INSPIRATION:
As a mechanical engineering
major at Carnegie Mellon
University in 2012, Hahna
Alexander was tasked with
designing a product to help
students. She thought about
making a drone to deliver
sandwiches but instead made
a shoe implant that generates
power from walking. “I put a
self-charging light on shoes
so students could walk around
safely at night,” she says.
HER BIG IDEA: Later that year,
Alexander’s project became
SolePower, self-charging
shoes that capture energy
from the compression of footsteps. “We’re always so tied to
wall outlets for charging
devices,” Alexander, now 27,
says. “But what if you could
charge with the shoes you’re
always wearing?”
THE RESULTS: Since 2014,
SolePower has worked with
the U.S. Army to reduce
the burden of carrying backup
batteries on missions (soldiers
carry up to 20 pounds).
This April, Alexander partnered with SR Max to develop
“Smartboots” for construction
workers, to track employees’
temperature and location
and alert them to hazardous
conditions on site. And while
her technology has yet to
launch commercially, she is
already being awarded: In
February, Alexander was recognized as a Toyota Mother of
Invention and received
$50,000 to continue powering her work. —Feifei Sun

Cecile Richards has had quite a year. Lawmakers have
been trying to “defund” Planned Parenthood (PP)
for at least a decade, but with Donald Trump in the
White House and the Republican-led Congress
working to overhaul our nation’s health-care system,
it seemed legislators might finally get their wish.
Both houses included a provision in their health-care
plans that would have pulled $500 million from the
nonprofit—about 40 percent of its budget—for one
year. Congress may have failed to pass its proposals
this time around, but Richards has been on the front
lines too long to rest easy. Marie Claire visited
Richards at her office in Manhattan to talk abortion,
Ivanka, and whether she’ll ever run for office.
MARIE CLAIRE: YOU’VE LED PP FOR 11 YEARS.
HOW DOES 2017 STACK UP?
CECILE RICHARDS: It has certainly been a year

of challenges, because so many things we were able
to achieve over the past decade—we now have a
record low for teenage pregnancy, a 30-year low for
unintended pregnancy, the lowest rate of abortion since
Roe v. Wade—are now at risk. But I’ve also never seen
such an outpouring of women standing up and fighting
for what they believe is rightly theirs, and fighting not
only for themselves, but a whole generation. So if there
was any silver lining to this year, it’s that!
MC: HOW DOES IT FEEL TO BE UNDER ATTACK?
CR: I have always worked for organizations that I

think move us forward, but that work isn’t easy. So if I
wasn’t in the midst of controversy, I probably would be
in the wrong job. But also, one of the things that is so
important to me about Planned Parenthood is that we
have the vast majority of the country supporting us. So
it’s an interesting organization—you may feel like you’re
on the front lines, but you never feel alone.
MC: GIVEN THAT ABORTION REPRESENTS JUST
3 PERCENT OF SERVICES PP PROVIDES, DO
YOU EVER WISH THE PROCEDURE WERE LESS
ASSOCIATED WITH THE BRAND?
CR: No. It might be a small portion of what we do,

but it’s incredibly important that women have access to
safe, legal abortion. Now, do I think that, as a country,
we could be doing a lot more to reduce unintended
pregnancy and the need for abortion? Absolutely. That’s
what we do every day.
MC: SHORTLY AFTER THE INAUGURATION, YOU
MET WITH IVANKA TRUMP AT HER REQUEST.
WHAT CAN YOU TELL US ABOUT THE MEETING?
CR: She expressed interest and even support for

Planned Parenthood. And that was really the tenor of

Cecile
Richards
at an event
celebrating
Planned
Parenthood’s
100th
anniversary,
May 2017

the conversation. She said, “My father is against
abortion.” And, look, that’s his right, but it’s not his
right to make that decision for every woman in the U.S.
That’s simply not what he was elected to do. And that’s
what I said to her. I also talked to her a lot about the
work that we’re doing that’s really amazing. We just did
clinical research for a self-injectable birth-control shot
that lasts for three months. Just think how that could
change options for women in rural America. To me,
that’s what we should be talking about: How do we
make medical advances that help women’s health? So I
don’t know what I hope for, but I will say, I have never
seen a White House that is less responsive and, frankly,
more aggressively on the attack on women’s health
care. So if Ivanka Trump has influence in this
administration, this is the time to make it shine.
MC: GIVEN IVANKA’S SUPPORT OF PP, DO YOU
WISH SHE WERE DOING MORE NOW?
CR: [As a special adviser in charge of women’s issues],

that is her job. We hold everyone in government
accountable not by how nice and well-meaning they
are, but by what they’re doing. Women are backsliding
in so many areas under this administration, and
that’s her responsibility. It’s a mystery to me what the
agenda in this White House is around women, unless
it is to try to put us back 50 years.
MC: YOU’VE SAID THAT YOU DON’T HAVE PLANS
TO RUN FOR OFFICE, BUT IF YOU WERE TO RUN,
WHAT WOULD YOUR CAMPAIGN SLOGAN BE?
CR: I think it would be: “Why not a woman?” Like,

Men, why don’t you take a break for a minute? Let
women actually see if we can work on some of these
issues. Look, never say never, but I don’t really think
that’s my path. I will say, it’s really exciting so many
Planned Parenthood activists, patients, and even staff
are now filing to run for office—because I think that’s
why we’re in the fix we’re in: If more members of
Congress could get pregnant, we wouldn’t be fighting
about Planned Parenthood. —Kayla Webley Adler
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