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Moving manufacturing overseas may be easier.
It may be cheaper. But that doesn’t mean everyone
is doing it. These American companies work
hard to keep their products made right here—and
to prove that American manufacturing isn’t
going extinct. It’s thriving.
PHOTOGR A PHS BY GR EG G DELM A N

ALABAMA

HONDA ODYSSEY
LI N CO LN , AL

A Japanese company making
the most popular minivans in
America, in America, since
2001.
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CAPITAL COOKING CULINARIAN 36-INCH GAS RANGE
SANTE FE S PR I N GS , C A

Over 25,000 Btus, a watched pot
actually does boil. And quickly.
D E L AWA R E

ILC DOVER SPACE SUIT
FR ED ER I C A , D E

Worn by every American to
float, walk, or otherwise hover
above Earth since the Apollo
program.

ALASKA

NOMAR DRIVING MITTENS
H O M ER , AK

Nomar started out in an old
school bus as a maker of brailer
bags—huge sacks that pull
salmon out of the water without the damage of traditional
netting. The company has
since moved out of the bus
and expanded to make highperformance technical
clothing, including driving
mittens that’ll keep you warm
whether you’re in a Buick or on
a snow machine.
ARIZONA

PHOENIX MANUFACTURING
AEROCOOL PRO AIR COOLER

GEORGIA

1888 MILLS MADE HERE
ORGANIC COTTON
BATH TOWEL
G R I FFI N , GA

The company name says nearly
everything: Made Here (in
Georgia) in a mill that’s been
around since 1888.
H AWA I I

PYZEL RIP OFF
SURFBOARD
WAIALUA , H I

Pyzel started around the time
John Florence did. Florence got
his first board at age five, when
his mom commissioned it
from novice shaper Jon Pyzel.
Florence is now the World
Surf League Men’s
Champion. He still
rides a Pyzel.
IDAHO

FLORIDA

TIBOR REEL SIGNATURE
11-12S FLY REEL
D ELR AY B E ACH , FL

A Hungarian immigrant,
Tibor Juracsik, started Tibor
Reel in response to a fishing
buddy’s complaint about the
durability of saltwater fly reels.
That’s no longer a problem.

BUCK KNIVES
110

POST FALL S , I D

Ever since the 110
was introduced
in 1963, it’s been
made in the same
factory, and by
the same family,
now on its fourth
generation.

PH O EN IX , A Z

One hundred twenty employees make as many as 100,000
evaporative cooling systems
each year.
ARKANSAS

AMERICAN NATIVE GOODS
DUCK CANVAS AND
LEATHER APRON
FAYE T TE VI LLE , AR

Brothers Bobby and Clayton Chamberlain trained
as graphic designers before
deciding they wanted to produce something more tangible.
They landed on aprons.

COLORADO

NEVER SUMMER
RIPSAW
SNOWBOARD
D ENVER , CO

The Canaday brothers revolutionized snowboarding by
combining the two traditional board shapes—convex
(better for hard, fast turns) and concave (better on
powder)—into one that’s good at everything.

CONNECTICUT

LUKE’S TOY
FACTORY
DUMP TRUCK
DAN B U RY, C T

Jim Barber, who’s somewhere in his 60s, and his
son Luke make toys. They make toys because Jim
noticed when Luke was little that most of his toys
were made overseas, and then he heard about some
mess a few years ago involving toxic paint on kids’
toys, so he rented space in a forgotten warehouse in
an industrial corner of a forgotten city. Luke started
designing and 3D-printing prototypes of trucks
made of parts that fit together—loosely, so little kids
can put them together easily. Jim took care of sourcing the safe, eco-friendly raw material (30 percent
sawdust from furniture factories) and put up some
of his retirement savings for equipment—the 3D
printer, a drill press to make holes for the trucks’
axles, boxes for packaging. They’re now in more than
200 stores from Connecticut to Wasilla, Alaska.
“The cost of making things overseas is actually going
up,” Jim says. “So we’re looking not at where things
are now, but where are things going? We just want
people to know: Yeah, you can make things here.”
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LOUISIANA

TCHOUP INDUSTRIES
FLAP MESSENGER BAG

ILLINOIS

N E W O R LE AN S , L A

SK HAND TOOLS ¼-INCH DRIVE
6½-INCH PROFESSIONAL
REVERSIBLE RATCHET

All materials are repurposed or
sourced from around the U.S.—
often of things other brands
may not consider, such as alligator leather and nutria fur.

SYC AM O R E , I L

Going bankrupt in 2010 made
SK Tools even better. Of the
five bidders for SK’s assets,
only one was American. Ideal
Industries shifted SK production to a brand-new facility
and replaced the few Asian-
origin products sold by SK with
better-performing American
versions.

MAINE

ROGUE INDUSTRIES
FRONT-POCKET WALLET
PO RTL AN D, M E

A wallet cut to fit perfectly in
your front pocket is innovative,
surprising, and a little weird.
So: American. And it comes
in moose.

INDIANA

BROOMCORN JOHNNY’S
CABIN BROOM

MASSACHUSETTS

NE W BAL ANCE
990V4 SNEAKERS

E LIZ AB E TH , I N

You’ll never know who put
together your vacuum cleaner,
but your broom can be made by
a former fighter-jet mechanic
named Brian Newton who
grows his own sorghum (the
bristles) and uses equipment
from the late 1800s.
I OWA

AMANA SHOPS
PRAIRIE WALL CLOCK
AMANA , IA

This collective of craftsmen
has been making furniture,
textiles, and clocks since 1855.
KANSAS

TALLGR ASS BRE WING
C OMPANY BUFFALO SWEAT
OATMEAL CREAM STOUT
MAN HAT TAN , KS

Buffalo Sweat bends the
bounds of what a stout can do,
with wheat, oats, and lactose
added to the usual barley for a
rich, but not heavy, treat.
KENTUCKY

BRIGGS & STR AT TON
E-SERIES ENGINE
M U R R AY, K Y

The company has been refining its small-engine expertise
since 1908.
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BOSTO N , MA

MARYL AN D

CHARM CITY
MEADWORKS
ORIGINAL DRY
MEAD
BALTI M O R E , M D

Re-creating medieval-era fermented honey wine as a
modern drink that isn’t limited to Renaissance fairs
takes more than clever marketing.
The former beekeepers of Charm City Meadworks
engineered a new identity for the spirit by fermenting
less honey for a longer period to create lighter, drier
versions. Wine lovers will gravitate to the bottled
still meads, which are 12 percent alcohol and infused
with seasonal flavors like summer’s strawberry ginger, while beer drinkers should go for the carbonated
canned mead, at 6.9 percent alcohol and in more
adventurous combinations—even fermented with
 entennial hops for a bright citrus finish.
Citra and C
		
—Francine Maroukian

Yes, the majority of this
Boston-based company’s shoes
float in from across the Pacific,
but New Balance still manufactures more than four million
pairs across its five New England plants every year.
MICHIGAN

WOLVERINE
1000 MILE BOOT
RO CKFO R D, M I

For more than 130 years, Wolverine has made work boots
that fit and feel like sneakers.
They don’t look so terrible with
a suit, either.
M I N N E S O TA

WENONAH CANOE
MINNESOTA II
WI N O NA , M N

When Mike Cichanowski
started his canoe company
in 1967, shareholder meetings were held at his kitchen
table. That’s where they’re
still held today. Each canoe is
handcrafted: Resin layers are
brushed on, rivets are attached
individually around the gunwales. The workers care about
your boat almost as much as
you will.
P O P U L A R M E C H A N I C S.CO M

MISSISSIPPI

M C CART YS POTTERY
M ER I GO LD, M S

Lee and Pup McCarty dug up
the clay for their first pottery in
William Faulkner’s backyard.
They set up shop in an aunt’s
old mule barn in 1954, and
within a decade they’d created
some of the most recognizable
and beautiful pottery in the
world. You might even occasionally convince yourself it’s
okay to eat off of.
MISSOURI

SWISHER RIDE KING
32-INCH MOWER
WAR R EN S B U RG , M O

Max Swisher invented the
first zero-turn mower. He also
did ingenious things like this:
Before starting the company
in 1945, Swisher rigged up his
mower to be self-propelled,
then tethered it with a rope to
a tree in the middle of his yard.
As the mower circled the tree,
the rope tightened, and the
yard mowed itself.
M O N TA N A

DUCK WORTH VAPOR HOODY
BOZEMAN , MT

At 9,500 feet above sea level,
deep in the Montana Rockies, Duckworth’s Helle Ranch

raises sheep that produce a soft
and durable wool that rivals
the best Merino. The 12,500sheep flock offers a unique
quirk: a crimped fiber that creates stretchable fabrics that
don’t need the addition of
Lycra. Which is good, because
Lycra can start to stink.
NEBRASKA

NEW MEXICO

SOL ARO ENERGY OFF-GRID
SOLAR SYSTEM
SO CO R RO, N M

For more than 25 years, Solaro
has been manufacturing
America’s first value: independence. In this case, from your
utility company.
NEW JERSEY

N E W YO R K

ACCU-STRIKE
WELDING HELMET

PRINCE TON TEC HELIX
BLUETOOTH LANTERN

LIBERT Y TABLETOP
FLATWARE

Instead of raising or lowering your helmet by hand, you
can control a visor by raising or
lowering your jaw by ¼ inch.

When RCA tried to move engineer and diver Bill Stephens’s
job to Indianapolis in 1975,
he couldn’t stand the idea of
being so far from the ocean.
He turned the dive shop he
started with his wife into a
new career. For him and—
42 years later—150 other
employees.

Liberty Tabletop, the only flatware made in the U.S.A., was
originally founded as Oneida
Community Plate in the late
19th century by a Perfectionist Christian society. The
“free love” Utopian commune
spent a century making silverplate flatware for prosperous
American homes, but by the

O R D, N E

N E VA DA

CAR AVAN CAMPER TOPS
R EN O, NV

For 50 years, each truck top
has been welded by hand by a
blacksmith.

TR ENTO N , NJ

S H ER R I LL , NY

NEW HAMPSHIRE

TAPPAN CHAIRS FIVE-SLAT
TAPPAN ROCKER
SAN DWI CH , N H

Don’t call it a Shaker chair.
The Tappan family started
making ladder-backed chairs
in Sandwich in 1819. Except
for the ’60s and ’70s, the
chairs have been made by
hand there ever since.

OHIO

KITCHENAID
STAND MIXER
G R EENVI LLE , O H

Produced in the same factory since 1919, the KitchenAid
stand mixer is a relentless kneader of dough, beater of
batter, and whisker of eggs. It simply will not die. That’s
why all utility attachments, no matter how current,
are compatible with the front power hub of every mixer
manufactured since 1937, the year industrial designer
Egmont Arens created the streamlined Model K.

@PopularMechanics
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1990s, sales were flattening.
People bought flatware made
overseas, made of cheaper
materials requiring less skilled
fabrication. Additionally, after
the September 11 attacks, airlines stopped buying metal
flatware for in-flight use—a
$25 million loss for Oneida.
In 2005, two former Oneida
executives bought the struggling company and renamed
it Sherrill Manufacturing. In
2010, they filed for bankruptcy.
Although it required ceasing
production short-term, the
partners established a growth
plan by reorganizing property
and equipment assets to focus
on the niche market of “Made
in the U.S.A.” A smaller production goal meant a smaller
workforce, but ultimately the
factory was reopened under a
new company name and many
former employees were hired
back. 		
—F.M.
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Greensboro. The sewing
machines are all secondhand.
And the jeans are patterned
by hand by 83-year-old tailor
Christel Ellsberg.
N O R T H D A K O TA

DAKOTA OUTERWE AR
MULTI-CAM PONCHO
M I N OT, N D

A veteran-owned clothing and
apparel company that supplies
the U.S. military, police, and,
fortunately, you.
OKLAHOMA

COOKSHACK SMOKETTE
PO N C A CIT Y, O K

Founded by a husband and
wife team with a serious appetite for smoked meat in 1962,
Cookshack builds competition smokers for the country’s
brightest barbecue stars, as

NORTH CAROLINA

well as residential units for the
rest of us.
P E N N S Y LVA N I A

ZIPPO LIGHTERS
1935 REPLICA ORIGINAL
B R AD FO R D, PA

Designed by George G. Blaisdell
in 1932 as a small rectangular
stainless-steel case with windproof internal chimney, Zippo
production remains rooted in
its hometown, where the family-run company lives up to its
founder’s promise: “It works or
we fix it free.”
—F.M.
RHODE ISLAND

MOODY TOOLS SUPER
SCREWDRIVER AND
WRENCH SET

Since 1954, J Wingfield’s fabrics have been woven from
American cotton in South
Carolina, sewn in Texas, and
worn, well, wherever you want
to wear them.

When a bike with a Chris King hub coasts by, two things
happen. First, you check the sky for a cloud of angry bees—
the hubs are famous for their buzzing sound. Then you see
the jewel spinning at the center of the wheels. Chris King
hubs have been ridden to Tour de France victories, thanks
to King’s unyielding standards, including surgical-gradesteel internals and a twice-hand-polished finish that takes
45 minutes for each hub.

74

JULY/AUGUST _ 2017

Makers of the most accurate
and beautiful levels since 1980.
U TA H

LIFE TIME PRODUCTS
METAL SWING SET
CLE AR FI ELD, UT

Barry Mower started Lifetime
in 1986, after he wanted to
make a better basketball hoop
than what he could find at the
store. The company has since
grown to more than 1,500
employees and still makes
many of its products in Utah.

CAPPS TROOPER
WELT CHUKKA
DRESS BOOT
G R E TNA , VA

Built for abuse,
Capps shoes are
designed for
members of the
military, and
police and fire
departments.

Filson for making a leather bag
I cannot ruin. Also, for occasionally serving beer in their
stores.
—Kevin Dupzyk
WA S H I N GTO N , D.C .

CE NTR AL , SC

S O U T H D A K O TA

PO RTL AN D, O R

B E N WH E E LE R , T X

SOUTH CAROLINA

The fabric comes from a
110-year-old mill in nearby

CHRIS KING
R45 HUB

CRICK TOOL 3-PIECE LEVEL

The smallest state makes
some of the smallest precision
tools for jewelers and dentists,
just as it has for the last six
decades.

J WINGFIELD CLASSIC
CHAMBRAY BUTTON-DOWN

OREGON

TEXAS

VIRGINIA

WHY MY
GLOVES ARE
NOT MADE IN
THE U.S.A.

CR AN STO N , R I

R ALEIGH DENIM WORKSHOP
JONES SELVAGE JEANS
R ALE I G H , N C

inspired grips, and a bottle
opener on every side.

K BAR J LEATHER WORKING
SHOTGUN CHAPS
N E WE LL , S D

Jack Gully sold his first chaps
to cowboys behind the chutes
at rodeos. More than three
decades later, every pair are
still cut and fringed by hand.
TENNESSEE

ORION 35 COOLER
S PARTA , TN

There are a lot of coolers built
for adventure, but the founders of Orion didn’t like any of
them. In 2014, they launched
their own line with recessed
corners that don’t snag, moto-

VERMONT

JOHNSON WOOLEN MILLS
BUTTON-DOWN SHIRT
J O H N SO N , V T

For almost two centuries Johnson Woolen Mills has been
trying to put itself out of business by making shirts that last.
They’re as much heirlooms as
they are clothing.
WA S H I N GTO N

FILSON WEATHERPROOF
LEATHER DUFFEL
S E AT TLE , WA

The first time I saw this bag,
in the Filson store, the salesman insisted I spill a little of
my beer on it. It sheeted off the
side. Leather has always intimidated me, because that beauty
comes at the cost of care I don’t
want to think about when I’m
jamming in clothes for a weekend away. But no longer. I salute
P O P U L A R M E C H A N I C S.CO M

YINIBINI BABY COTTON BIB
WA S H I N GTO N , D.C .

Yes, kids outgrow handmade
clothing as quickly as something mass-produced. But it’s
never too early to appreciate
quality and comfort.
WEST VIRGINIA

HOMER L AUGHLIN
CHINA COMPANY’S
FIESTAWARE PLATES
N E WELL , W V

When the Homer Laughlin
company introduced Fiesta
dinnerware at the Pittsburgh
China & Glass Show in January 1936, it helped launch
a new American style. As the
first tableware sold individually (rather than in formal
sets), the streamlined Deco
design and bold, bright colors
represented a break with tradition to a country coming out of
the Depression. By the second
@PopularMechanics

year of production, Fiesta sold
more than one million pieces,
and today it is the most collectible tableware in the country.
With one piece produced every
four seconds, Fiestaware is up
to a lifetime total of more than
half a billion. All made in the
U.S.A. 		
—F.M.
WISCONSIN

JOHN DEERE GATOR
UTILITY VEHICLE RSX
H O R I CO N , WI

John Deere may not have imagined an ATV that could haul
nearly anything and go nearly
anywhere when he opened his
blacksmith shop in 1837, but
he probably would have appreciated it anyway. He certainly
would have had fun on one.
W YO M I N G

AVIAT AIRCR AF T
HUSKY A-1C PROPELLER
PLANE
AF TO N , W Y

Every part is made at Aviat’s
plant in Afton, and every plane
is assembled by hand. It’s art
you can fly in.

I

N 2 014 , after I finished designing the Del Rosa-

rio Resistor glove—abrasion-resistant motorcycle
gloves with knuckle hinges for articulation—I tried
to find qualified technicians to make it here in the
United States. I needed people who went to school to
learn to stitch, who worked on machines that could
get into the little crevices on the knuckles. So I asked
around. One company wanted to charge me $2,000 each for
the ten prototypes, which I couldn’t afford. A major motorcycle-gear company in Massachusetts seemed promising,
until they saw the renderings and said, “This is too complicated for us.” I called a glove company in upstate New York.
Their main offices are here, they said, but the manufacturing
is in China. Another one in California was the same: offices
here, manufacturing in Honduras. I asked a sourcing company to help me hire people I could train myself. They said,
“You’re going to pay us to come up empty.”
I was disappointed in myself, but I had exhausted all my
options. That’s how I ended up in Pakistan’s factory region a
week after a bombing. In Pakistan, there’s an ecosystem for
production. The tooling company that makes the molds for
the machines knows the manufacturing company. The Kevlar’s there, the leather’s there, everything you need to produce
something is there. I was worried about the conditions for
employees, but there’s air conditioning and the workers get
breaks, transportation, and the opportunity to go to school.
I didn’t like giving up control, having everything happen so
far away. But that’s how I was finally able to make these gloves.
Hey, I tried. 	
—John Del Rosario
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